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BEFORE THE "
UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECT{ON NE Le

In the Matter of: DOCKET NO. SDWA-10-2017-0111

STEPPING STONE BUILDERS, INC. CONSENT AGREEMENT
Fairbanks, Alaska

Respondent.

I. STATUTORY AUTHORITY

1.1.  This Consent Agreement is issued under the authority vested in the Administrator
of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (“EPA”) by Section 1423(c) of the Safe Drinking
Water Act (“SDWA”), 42 U.S.C. § 300h-2(c).

1.2.  Inaccordance with Section 1423(c) of the SDWA, 42 U.5.C. § 300h-2(c), and the
“Consolidated Rules of Practice Governing the Administrative Assessment of Civil Penalties,”
40 C.F.R. Part 22 (*Part 22 Rules”), EPA issues, and Stepping Stone Builders, Inc.
(“Respondent™) agrees to issuance of, the Final Order attached to this Consent Agrecment
(“Final Order™).

1.3.  Congress authorized EPA to administer the Underground Injection Control
(“UIC”) program within any state that does not have an approved UIC program. SDWA
§ 1422(c), 42 U.S.C. § 300h-1(c).

|.4. The State of Alaska does not have an approved UIC program for Class V injection
wells. Therefore, EPA Region 10 directly implements the Class V UIC program in the State of

Alaska. 40 C.F.R. § 147.101.
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eflective date of the finul Order, obtain judicial revicw of the penalty order pursusnt to Section

1423(c)(6) of the SDWA, 42 U .8.C. § 300h-2(c)(6).

1.5.  This Final Order will become effective upon fihng with the Regional Hearing

Clerk.

SO ORDERED this’ ___ day of y L2017,
e (A 7

M. SOCORRO RODRIGUEZ
Regional Judicial Officer
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency; ion {0

In the Matter of: STEPPING STONF. BUILDERS, INC.
Docket Number: SDWA-§0-2017-0111
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U.S, Environmental Protection Agency
1200 Sixth Avenue, Sultc 900, QRC-113
Scattle, Washington 98101

(208) 553-1037



Certificate of Service

The undersigned certifies that the original of the attached CONSENT AGREEMENT AND
FINAL ORDER, In the Matter of : Stepping Stone Builder, Inc., Docket No.: SDWA-10-2017-0111,
was filed with the Regional Hearing Clerk and served on the addressees in the following manner on the
date specified below:

The undersigned certifies that a true and correct copy of the document was delivered to:

Chris Bellovary, Esquire

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
1200 Sixth Avenue, ORC-113

Suite 900

Seattle, Washington 98101

Further, the undersigned certifies that a true and correct copy of the aforementioned document was
placed in the United States mail certified/return receipt to:

Mr. Richard Watson
Stepping Stone Builders, Inc.
3000 North Point Court
Fairbanks, Alaska 99709

DATED this - day of -/ £ / [A , 2017 Z:.-',«{, WAL
~ Signature -/ '

Teresa Young
Regional Hearing Clerk
EPA Region 10



Attachment |

Guidance for Underground Injection Control (UIC) Class V Well Closures
in EPA Region 10 (AK, ID, OR, WA)

EPA requires that closures of all Class V injection wells are conducted in a manner that protects
underground sources of drinking water and complies with all applicable laws and regulations
related to removal of materials from the well and adjacent to the well. 40 CFR §§ 144.12(a) and
144.82. Closures of motor vehicle waste disposal wells and large-capacity cesspools are
conducted under additional regulations, including required notification to EPA a minimum of 30
days before the planned closure activity. 40 CFR § 144.88 and 144.89. EPA recommends that
you submit closure plans for EPA review as early as possible before the proposed start date of
the closure activities.

As a general matter, EPA is likely to approve a closure plan if it contains the following
information. The information listed below is neither an exclusive nor exhaustive set of
requirements. Closure plans are evaluated on a case-by-case basis and may necessitate
additional information or requirements to receive EPA approval, Furthermore, the following list
of information is not required in al] circumstances to obtain EPA approval, nor does the list
obviate a regulated entity from satisfying any other applicable statutory or regulatory
requirements under the Safe Drinking Water Act. Rather, the listed information is intended to
provide the regulated community guidance about what EPA may look for when evaluating a
Class V well closure plan. (Please note that for sanitary systems where a connection to the sewer
is not possible, EPA is likely to approve continued use of the sanitary system for disposal of
sanitary waste only if sampling confirms that chemica! contamination is cleaned out and you
provide evidence that the non-sanitary waste discharge has permanently ended.):

A. A schematic diagram displaying the injection well system that identifies all drains,
piping, processing units such as oil/water Scparators or septic tanks, and final discharge
mechanisms such as drywells, leachfields, log cribs, or open underground pipe. (The
diagram can be drawn by hand or computer.)

B. A description of all fluids which enter, or have entered, the Class V well.

C. A statement indicating that the connections between all drains of concern and the
injection well (cesspool, drywell, open pipe or leachfield) will be, or have been, verified.

D." A description of plug emplacements {(if applicable).

E. A statement indicating that all contaminated liquids, sludge, and soil will be removed
from in and around the Class V injection well until visibly clean soil is reached, or
structural integrity of the excavation or buildings or other significant structures near the
excavation, may be compromised.

F. A description of on-site storage while awaiting proper disposal, of liquids, sludge, soil,
and other materials removed from the Class V well system.

G. A statement indicating that all wastes will be characterized for disposal purposes, in
accordance with Federal, State, and local regulations.



H. A plan to collect an end-point sample from the cleaned out Class V well, below the point
of discharge. The end-point sample should be analyzed according to well use and
injectate constituents. A statement should be inctuded indicating what analytical methods
will be used. Recommended EPA methods are included below,

o For large capacity cesspool wells (20 or more people per day), which receive only
sanitary waste, an end-point sample and analysis typically is not required.

¢ For motor vehicle waste disposal wells, the end-point sample should be analyzed
for volatile organic compounds (EPA Method 8260), semi-volatile organic
compounds (EPA Method 8270), and arsenic, cadmium, chromium, and lead by a
total metals analysis.

o For industrial discharge wells, the end-point sample should be analyzed for
contaminants present in the injectate (analyses may include testing for volatile
organic compounds by EPA Method 8260; semi-volatile organic compounds by
EPA Method 8270, metals, herbicides, pesticides, or other parameters).

. An assurance that all backfill material is clean.

I. A statement indicating that a final report outlining the closure procedures, including all
sampling results and waste disposal manifests will be submitted to:

U. S. Environmentat Protection Agency, Region 10
Ground Water Unit

1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 900, OCE-101

Seattle, Washington 98101



Type of print all information. See reverse for instructiong OME No. 2040-0042 Approval Expires 12/31/2018

Attachment 2

United States Environmental Protection Agency

UIC Federal Reporting System

Class V Well Pre-Closure Notification Form

1. Name of facility:

Address of facility:

City/Town: State: Zip Code:

County: Location: Lat./Long.:

2. Name of Owner/Operator:

Address of Owner/Operator:

4. Well construction (check ali that apply):
[ Drywell [(]Septic tank 1 Cesspool
] tmpraved sinkhole ] Drainfield/leachfield ] other

5. Type of discharge:

City/Town: State: Zip Code:
Legal contact: Phone number:
3. Type of well(s): Number of well(s):

6. Average flow (gallons/day): 1. Year of well construction;

8. Type of well closure (check all that apply):

[0 Sample fluids/sediments [ Clean out well
OJ Appropiate disposal of remaining fluids/sediments O Install permanent plug
[0 Remove well & any contaminated soil ] Conversion 10 ather well type

[ Other (describe):

9. Proposed date of weil closure:

10.Name of preparer: Date:

Certification

mitting false information, including the possibiiity of fine and imprisonment. {Ref, 40 CFR 144.32).

| certify under the penalty of law that | have personally examined and am familiar with the information submitted in this docu-
ment and all attachments and that, based on my inquiry of those individuals immediately responsible for obtaining the infor-
mation, | believe that the information is true, accurate, and complete. | am aware that there are significant penalties for sub-

Name and Official Title {Please type or print) Signature Date Signed

EPA Form 7520-17 Approval expires 11/30/2014



INSTRUCTIONS FOR EPA FORM 7520-17

This form contains the minimum information that you must provide your UIC Program Director if you intend to close your Class ¥ well. This form
will be used exchrsively where the EPA administers the UIC Program: AK, AS, AZ, CA, O, DC, DE, HI, IA, IN, KY, M1, MN, MT, NY, PA, SD, TN, VA, VI,
and on all Tribal Lands. If you are located in different State or furisdiction, ask the agency that administers the UIC Program in your State for
the appropriate form.

il you are closing twa or more Class Y weils that are of similar construction at your facility (two dry wells, for example) you may use one form. If
You are closing Class V wells of different construction (2 septic system and a dry well, for example) use one form per construction type,

Tha nuritbers below correspond to the numbers on the form.

1. Supply the name and street address of the facility where the Class v well{s} is localed. include the City/Tawn, State (U.S. Postal Service
abbreviation) and Zip Code. If there is no strest address for the Class V well, provide the route number or locate the well(s) on a map and
altach it to this form. Under "Location,” Provide the Latitude/Longitude of the well, if available.

2. Provide the name and mailing address of the awner of the facility, or if the facility is operated by lease, the operator of the facility. Include
the name and phone numbar of the legal contact for any questions regarding the information provided on this form.

3. Indicate the type of Class V well that you intend ta close (for example, motor vehicle waste disposal well or cesspool). Provide the numbar
of wells of this well type at your focation that wil be closed.

4. Mark an “X" in the appropriate box to indicate the type of well construction. Mark all that apply to your situation. For example, for a sep-
tic tank that drains ino a drywell, mark both the "septic tank" and “drywell” boxes. Please provide a generalized sketch or schematic of
the wall construction if available.

5. List or describe the types of flukls that enter the Class V well. If available, attach a copy of the chemical analysis results and/or the
Material Safety Data Sheets for the fluids that enter the well.

6. Estimate the average daily flow into the weH in galions per day.

1. Provide the year that the Class V well was constructed. i unknown, provide the length of time that your business has been at this location
and usad this well,

8. Mark an "X" in the appropriate box(s) to indicate briefty how the well closure is expected to proceed. Mark all that apply to your situation.
For example, all boxes except the "Remove well & any contaminated soil” and "Other" would be marked if: the connection of an automa-
live service bay drain leading to a septic tank and drainfield will be closed, but the septic system will continue to be used for washroom
wasle disposal only, and the fluids and sludge throughout the system will be removed for proper disposal, the systein cleanad, a cement
Plug placed in the service bay drain and the Pipe leading to the washroom connaction, and the septic tank/drainfield remains open for sep-
lic use only. In this -example, the motor vehicle waste disposal well is being converted to another weli type (a larga capacity septic sys-
tem).

9. Self explanatory.

10 Self explanatory.

PLEASE READ . ..

The purpose of this form is to serve as the means for the Class V well owner or operator's notice to the LHC Director of his/her intenl to close the
well in accordance with Title 40 of the Code of Federal Regulations (40 CFR) Section 144.12(a). According to 40 CFR §144.85, you must notify the
will protect underground sources of drinking water (as dafined in 40 CFR §144.3), the Direclor can require the owner/operator to prepare, submit
and comply with a closure plan acceptable to, and approved by the Direclor.

Please be advised that this form is intended to satisfy Federal UIC requirements regarding pre-closure notification only, Gther Siate, Tribal or
Lecal requirements may also apply.

Paper Work Reduction Act Notice

The pubiic reporting and record keeping burden for this collection of information is estimated to average 1.5 hours per respondent.
Burden means the total time, effort, of financial resources expended by persans to generate, maintain, retain, or disclose or piovide
information ta ar for a Federal agency. This includes the time needed to review instructions, develop, acquire, install, and utilize tech-
nofogy and systems for the purposes of collecting, validating, and verifying information, processing and maintaining information, and
disclosing and providing informatian, adjust the existing ways to comply with any previously applicable instructions and require-
ments; train personnel to be able to respond to a eollection of information; search data sources; complete and reviow the collection of
information; and transmit or otherwise disclose the information. An agency may not conduct or sponsor, and a persan is not required
to respond to, a collection of information unless it dispiays a currently valid OMB control number,

Send comments on the Agency’s need for this information, the accuracy of the provided burden estimates, and any suggested meth-
ods for minimizing respondent burden, including therough the use of automated collection technigues to the Director, Regulatory
information Divisian, U.S. Environmental Protectian Agency (2137), 401 M. Street, S.W,, Washington, D.C. 20460. include the OMB con-
trol number in any correspondence. Do not send the compieted form 1o this address.

EPA Form 7520-17



